
I
(

I

1

I

~ Or hfomation +

on
Radioactivityat Rongehp ad RongerikAtolls “

1956

1

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

I

I

1“
‘1
(

,,
<,. .

,/, ,., ,. ,.., ,.’,

.-. : ,/’: ~ ‘_-

I



c’.;-! *:+

~,>

I

1

,.,:
.“ i

The Rongekpese wre allowedto returnto theirhanelandJune 2g,

1957afteran absenceof more than 3 years (March1954). Analyses

of segmentsof the bioenvironmentwere nmde in determiningthe suitability

for rehabilitatingthe leland. Thus,to determinevhetherRowerik is

wltable for habitationnow (1969)only a canparlsonof 1956anal@ical

resultsfor Rongelapand RongerikAtollsis possible●

Group (Atoll) ~ of Dose

Rongelap 64 Mmhalle8e

Allhgnal 18 hfarshal.1.ese

Rowerik 28 eiUE

Uterik 157 Marshallese

to Population1954

lE rads

69

78

14

Therewere no nativeson Roxerik. The Amricans were servicemen

on duty duringthe operationalperiodat the ~clfic Roving C&ound,

thuewere moved at the end of the operation. Tho

Rongelaphave been givena medicalexaminationby

BHL, eaohye= since1954. Therehavebeen a fev

Essoclatedwtth the 175 rads dosereceivedby the

Mmmhallefseon

Dr. Robertconard,

medical problem

Rongelapeseduring

the period of hemy fallout. Fkwiodicanalyseaof elemnts of the

bloenviromenthave been made at Rongelap.

Coooanutcrabswere bannedas a food at the time of Rongehp

rehabllatationIn 1957,due to the high % and 137C0

dllblaportions. A mumary of the 1966surveystatess

contentof the

“It ~ C&KU

that because
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9** Contintthe use of crab mat as a foodof the relativelyh~h

then shouldcontinuato be avoided. Otherfoods,hovever,are

responsIblefor -the

1. Exterml gamnm.

a. 1954,D + 1

RoqgetipAtoll

137C6levels found.“

(amoximate) R/hr

RongerikAtoll

Eniaetok 8.5

Lomilal. 35.0

G@a.n 35.0

Lukuen 21.0

Kabelle 19.0

Ro~elap 3.5

II.&ternalgaamiurate,July 1956,Rongelap0.2-0.5mR/hr

hawewer, no e!xtarnal

20 Food - kid -t.

Amixroot

Stampleaves

tubem

~e

atr root

leaves

(keen keys

ripe keys

ktobek lg.o

Rongerik 5*3

Eniwetak 3.8

~ doterateswere obtaimd at RongerikAtoll.

(1956) (e/~kg x lo+)

I!kiiwetak(R~tk) I?baetok

4*5

0.57

0.17

1.02

0.37

00

,

0.32

O*69

1*O5

5.26

0.70

0.53

(Rongelap)Rongelq

0.25

0.55

0.32

0.38

0.22

0.17

./.7.-$ *-,.-,,...,:..’
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Eniwwtak(Rqerik) ~ (Ron@aP) Ronuela~

cocoanut - ripe

0. -. 0.54

IMat 0.36 1.97 0.24

Shell 0.38 O.= 0.44

Coooaaut- green

milk 0.29 0.11 0.05

rnt 0.33 0.25 .-

F’ood - Ffsh ad marine invertebrates SWU=Y ~956

Island

r8baue

8oUth-Rongelap

‘, mlluetak,.,
..
Ut&rlkAtoll

‘ ‘“”’Wterlk

(M-4d’)
Fish

tits

24.5 ~.8

14.9 55.4

19.3 45.1

17.7 32

2.2 7.8

1.6 2.I.

Crabs

beta

28 87

- 00

4,5 14.1

25●4 24.5

2.8 ti.3

clams

e!?!!f!

-.

--

8.8

56

-

0-

snails

beta

648 51:

17.743.!

0- --

31 51

*- ..

-- .-

hod-m dnandeggm mrn

3- lap Atoll Beta

I?fMgelap
~ 6htll Q 0.62 10.3
~, soft tissue 0.26 7*9 O*U 393
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Oajen Tern

Viscera

Muscle

Tibia

Mbelle Tern

Muscle

Tibia

Rcm!wrikAtoll

Ihliwetak

14wcle

Tibia

viscera

0.38

PiDA

0,1

O.(Y7

0.04

0.05

,,

3.8

0

0

5*9

79.0

2.3

0

0.

o.tz5

0.19

0.13

O.m

0.03

o.~

0.25

0.14

0

7.7

30.0

1.9

0

-w

$n 1956.

4. &ll (ddhls x 10”5)

EaMetak Rongelq

0-1 34.8 6.43 7.00
u 00 - O.p
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